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Editorial: The Social Workers  
Registration Act (2003) – 10 years on
Kieran O’Donoghue

7RJHWKHU�ZLWK�VHYHUDO�RWKHU�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ��,�DWWHQGHG�WKH�R΀FLDO�ODXQFK�DQG�
appointment of the Social Workers Registration Board (SWRB) on Wednesday 5 November 
�����DW�7XUQEXOO�+RXVH��:HOOLQJWRQ��,W�ZDV�DQ�RFFDVLRQ�RI�PXFK�FHOHEUDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�SURIHVVLRQ�
and hope in regard to registration enhancing the credibility of social work as a profession 
DQG�SURYLGLQJ�D�V\VWHP�WKDW�VHW�WKH�EDU�WKURXJK�FRPSHWHQFH�DQG�DFFRXQWDELOLW\��7KH�LQDX-
JXUDO�ERDUG�DSSRLQWPHQW�GLG�DQ�LQFUHGLEOH�MRE�WR�VHW�XS�WKH�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�V\VWHP�ZLWKLQ����
PRQWKV�RI�WKHLU�DSSRLQWPHQW��ZLWK�WKH�ÀUVW�SHUVRQ�IXOO\�UHJLVWHUHG�EHLQJ�6KDQQRQ�3DNXUD�
RQ���'HFHPEHU�������6LQFH�WKHQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�UHJLVWHUHG�VRFLDO�ZRUNHUV�KDV�JURZQ�RYHU�
WKH�SDVW�WHQ�\HDUV�WR�WKH�SRLQW�ZKHUH�DW����2FWREHU������WKHUH�ZHUH�PRUH�WKDQ������SHRSOH�
RQ�WKH�UHJLVWHU��

7KLV�\HDU�LV�WKH���WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�6RFLDO�:RUNHUV�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�$FW���������7KLV�LVVXH�
of the Aotearoa New Zealand Social Work Review�DLPV�WR�SURYLGH�VRPH�IRRG�IRU�WKRXJKW�DERXW�
WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH�DQG�WKH�FKDQJHV�WKDW�KDYH�RFFXUUHG�ZLWK�VRFLDO�ZRUNHUV·�UHJLVWUDWLRQ��

7KH�DUWLFOHV�LQ�WKLV�LVVXH�SURYLGH�D�FRPPHQWDU\�RQ�KRZ�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�H[SHUL-
HQFHG�DQG�UHFHLYHG�E\�WKH�VHFWRU��,Q�WKH�ÀUVW�DUWLFOH��*DYLQ�5HQQLH�SURYLGHV�D�VRFLDO�ZRUN�
HGXFDWRU·V�SHUVSHFWLYH�ZKLFK�RYHUYLHZV�WKH�EDFNJURXQG�WR�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�DQG�FDQYDVVHV�WKH�
LVVXHV�SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�WKH�OHJLVODWLRQ��QDPHO\�YROXQWDU\�RU�PDQGDWRU\�DQG�WKH�LQFOXVLRQ�RI�
7H�7LULWL�R�:DLWDQJL��)ROORZLQJ�WKLV�GLVFXVVLRQ�KH�WKHQ�H[SORUHV�KRZ��RYHU�WKH�SHULRG�RI�WKH�
ODVW����\HDUV��WKH�TXDOLÀFDWLRQ�OHYHO�UHTXLUHG�IRU�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�KDV�LQFUHDVHG�IURP�D�GLSORPD�
WR�D�WKUHH�\HDU�EDFKHORU·V�GHJUHH��WKURXJK�WR�D�IRXU�\HDU�GHJUHH�IURP�������

%DUEDUD�*LOUD\��ZKR�LV�WKH�VRFLDO�ZRUN�DGYLVRU�IRU�WKH�6:5%��H[SORUHV�WKH�FXUUHQW�VLWXD-
WLRQ�DQG�IXWXUH�FKDOOHQJHV�IDFLQJ�VRFLDO�ZRUNHU�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�LQ�$RWHDURD�1HZ�=HDODQG��6KH�
LGHQWLÀHV�FKDOOHQJHV�SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�VXSSRUWLQJ�UHJLVWUDWLRQ��WKH�FRPSOLDQFH�FRVW�IRU�1*2�
VHFWRU��F\EHU�VRFLDO�ZRUN��FXOWXUDO�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�DQG�WKHQ�QHHG�WR�UHVHDUFK�WKH�EHQHÀWV�RI�
UHJLVWUDWLRQ��$�QRWDEOH�DEVHQFH�IURP�WKLV�LVVXH�LV�DQ�DUWLFOH�IURP�&KLOG��<RXWK�DQG�)DPLO\�
DERXW�WKDW�RUJDQLVDWLRQ·V�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�VRFLDO�ZRUNHUV�UHJLVWUDWLRQ��
7KLV�DEVHQFH�ZDV�GHVSLWH�DQ�H[WHQGHG�LQYLWDWLRQ�WR�VXEPLW�DQ�DUWLFOH��7KH�UHWLFHQFH�RI�&KLOG��
<RXWK�DQG�)DPLO\�WR�GLVFXVV�WKLV�WRSLF�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�SHUSOH[LQJ�JLYHQ�WKDW�%DUEDUD�*LOUD\�
KLJKOLJKWV�WKDW�VRFLDO�ZRUNHUV�IURP�&KLOG��<RXWK�DQG�)DPLO\�DUH�WKH�ODUJHVW�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�
UHJLVWHUHG�VRFLDO�ZRUNHUV��L�H�������DQG�������

7KH�QH[W� WZR�DUWLFOHV�SURYLGH�RUJDQLVDWLRQDO�SHUVSHFWLYHV�RQ� WKH� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�
UHJLVWUDWLRQ��(ULFD�+HQGHUVRQ�DQG�.LP�)U\�IURP�0LG&HQWUDO�'LVWULFW�+HDOWK�%RDUG�GHWDLO�
WKH�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�DQG�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�WKH\�HQFRXQWHUHG�DQG�HPSKDVLVH�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�
RI�HQJDJLQJ�DQ�HQWLUH�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�WR�UDLVH�DZDUHQHVV�DQG�VXSSRUW�IRU�KHDOWK�VRFLDO�ZRUNHUV�
WR�QRW�RQO\�DFKLHYH�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�EXW�VWDQG�DORQJVLGH�RWKHU�UHJXODWHG�FROOHDJXHV��3DP�6PLWK��
RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG�SURYLGHV�DQ�LQVLJKWIXO�FRPPHQWDU\�RQ�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�DQG�LPSDFW�
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RI�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�)DPLO\�:RUNV�6RXWKODQG��WKH�&KLOG�DQG�)DPLO\�6XSSRUW�6HUYLFH�RI�
3UHVE\WHULDQ�6XSSRUW��6RXWKODQG��D�QRQ�JRYHUQPHQW�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��1*2����7KLV�DUWLFOH�DOVR�
VLJQDOV�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKH�FDSDELOLW\�EXLOGLQJ�XQGHUWDNHQ�LQ�WKH�1*2�VHFWRU�WKURXJK�WKH�
1*2�VWXG\�DZDUGV�DQG�WKH�QHHG�IRU�WKLV�DQG�RWKHU�VXSSRUW�WR�FRQWLQXH�VKRXOG�PDQGDWRU\�
UHJLVWUDWLRQ�FRPH�LQWR�IRUFH�LQ�WKH�QHDU�IXWXUH���

7KH�ODVW�WHQ�\HDUV�KDV�VHHQ�D�JURZLQJ�GLVTXLHW�LQ�VRFLHW\�UHJDUGLQJ�LQFUHDVLQJ�LQHTXDOLW\�
DQG�WKH�HͿHFWV�RI�SRYHUW\�RQ�WKH�PRVW�YXOQHUDEOH��0LNH�2·%ULHQ�DUJXHV�WKDW�SRYHUW\�LV�D�FHQ-
WUDO�IRFXV�IRU�VRFLDO�ZRUN�DQG�VRFLDO�ZRUNHUV��EXW�WKDW�LQ�WKH�SURIHVVLRQDO�HUD�LW�KDV�UHFHLYHG�
PXFK�OHVV�DWWHQWLRQ�WKDQ�SUHYLRXVO\��0LNH�H[DPLQHV�KRZ�WKH�$1=$6:�FRGH�RI�HWKLFV�DQG�
6:5%�FRGH�RI�FRQGXFW�GLͿHU�LQ�WKHLU�H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI�VRFLDO�ZRUNHUV�RQ�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH�LVVXHV��
+H�DVVHUWV�WKDW�PDQDJHULDOLVP�DQG�QHR�OLEHUDOLVP�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�LQFRUSRUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
SRVWPRGHUQ�ODQJXDJH�RI�GLͿHUHQFH�DQG�GLYHUVLW\�KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�IRFXV�RI�WKH�VRFLDO�ZRUN�
SURIHVVLRQ·V�DWWHQWLRQ�DW�WKH�H[SHQVH�RI�WKH�HͿHFWV�RI�SRYHUW\��+H�FDOOV�IRU�VRFLDO�ZRUNHUV�
WR�UHDVVHUW�WKHLU�FROOHFWLYH�YRLFH�RQ�LVVXHV�RI�SRYHUW\�WR�PHHW�WKHLU�HWKLFDO�REOLJDWLRQV�IRU�
FRPSHWHQW�SUDFWLFH�

7KH�QH[W�DUWLFOH�E\�/L]�%HGGRH�DQG�-DQ�'XNH��H[SORUHV�WKH�FRQWLQXLQJ�SURIHVVLRQDO�GHYHO-
RSPHQW��&3'��DFWLYLWLHV�XQGHUWDNHQ�E\�UHJLVWHUHG�VRFLDO�ZRUNHUV��/L]�DQG�-DQ�IRXQG�IURP�
WKHLU�DXGLW�RI�&3'�ORJV�WKDW�ZKLOVW�UHJLVWHUHG�VRFLDO�ZRUNHUV�XQGHUWRRN�D�UDQJH�RI�DFWLYLWLHV��
WKHUH�LV�D�QHHG�IRU�PRUH�SODQQHG�&3'�WKDW�HQKDQFHG�UHÁHFWLYH�SUDFWLFH�����

7KLV�LVVXH�FRQFOXGHV�ZLWK�WKH�UHÁHFWLRQV�RI�5RVH�+HQGHUVRQ��ZKR�ZDV�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�
$VVRFLDWLRQ�IURP������WR�������7KLV�UHÁHFWLYH�SLHFH��WUDQVFULEHG�DQG�HGLWHG�IURP�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�
ZLWK�.LHUDQ�2·'RQRJKXH��RYHUYLHZV�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�FKDQJHV�WKDW�KDYH�RFFXUUHG�IRU�WKH�
$VVRFLDWLRQ�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�WHQ�\HDUV�DQG�WKH�RQ�JRLQJ�FRQIXVLRQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VHFWRU�DERXW�WKH�
GLͿHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�UHJXODWRU\�DXWKRULW\��6:5%��DQG�WKH�SURIHVVLRQDO�ERG\��$1=$6:���

7KHUH�LV�PXFK�IRRG�IRU�WKRXJKW�LQ�WKLV�LVVXH��0\�RZQ�SHUVRQDO�UHÁHFWLRQ�KDYLQJ�UHDG�
WKHVH�DUWLFOHV�LV�WKDW�WKH�LVVXHV�LGHQWLÀHG�E\�WKH����VXEPLWWHUV�LQ������RQ�WKH�6RFLDO�:RUNHUV�
5HJLVWUDWLRQ�%LOO� ������� UHPDLQ�RXWVWDQGLQJ��7KHVH�ZHUH�PDQGDWRU\�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�DQG� WKH�
SURWHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�WLWOH�VRFLDO�ZRUNHU��WKH�LQFOXVLRQ�RI�WKH�7UHDW\�RI�:DLWDQJL�LQ�WKH�OHJLVODWLRQ��
WKH�%RDUG�FRPSRVLWLRQ�DQG�WKH�FRPSOH[LW\�RI�WKH�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�SURFHVV��$IWHU����\HDUV��LW�LV�
QRW�WKH�QHHG�IRU�VRFLDO�ZRUNHU�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�WKDW�LV�LQ�TXHVWLRQ��,W�LV�´KRZµ�WKH�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�
V\VWHP�LV�DSSOLHG��WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�LWV�VFRSH��7R�TXRWH�D�IDPRXV�VRQJ�E\�7UDFH\�&KDSPDQ��
P\�TXHVWLRQ�WR�WKH�0LQLVWHU�RI�6RFLDO�'HYHORSPHQW�UHJDUGLQJ�PDQGDWRU\�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�DQG�
D�7UHDW\�EDVHG�V\VWHP�LV�´,I�QRW�QRZ��WKHQ�ZKHQ"µ��

  




